
An art exhibition designed specifically 
for university and midsize museums.

A Survey of Gee’s Bend Quilts

inwood exists to change the way the world 
thinks about art and culture. 

As an organization, we are committed to 
increasing public awareness and appreciation of 
the vernacular visual arts of the African 
American South.
 
Through research, documentation, preservation, 
and education, we bring this vital and 
quintessentially American art form to a wider 
audience. Our projects include exhibitions, 
publications, films, music, lectures, educational 
workshops, and community outreach.

About Gee’s Bend 
(Taken from the introductory exhibition text:)

Until recently, the quilts of Gee’s Bend were 
the exclusive products of thrift and necessity, 
assembled from discarded fabric scraps and 
created to “keep the children warm.” Yet these 
internationally esteemed quilts have also been 
lauded in The New York Times as “some of the 
most miraculous works of modern art America 
has produced” and call into question the old 
paradigm of what constitutes art. 

Quiltmaking has been a longstanding tradi-
tion among the women of Gee’s Bend. Until the 
Roosevelt era, the community lived in log cabins 
where one could “see the stars” and feel the 
wind and rain through gaps in the ceilings and 
walls. At the same time, quiltmaking was a rare 
opportunity for creative personal expression. 

The 700 residents are almost exclusively the 
descendents of the enslaved workers of cotton 
plantation owner Joseph Gee, whose land was 
located in the hairpin bend of the Alabama River 
referred to locally as “Gee’s Bend.” Gee’s Bend’s 
relative isolation largely due to its topographi-
cal location helped preserve the local culture 
and traditions, allowing them to evolve uniquely 
and independently. 

Today, the quilters are free to explore their 
creativity as artists and not merely as homemak-
ers. The innovative pattern variations, reinterpre-
tations, and abstract designs, which are rooted 
in tradition are very much their original artistic 
expressions. 



About the Exhibition

This nationally touring exhibition, “A Survey of 
Gee’s Bend Quilts” focuses on prime examples of 
art by the internationally acclaimed quiltmakers 
of Gee’s Bend, Designed  specifically for univer-
sity and midsize museums, this exhibition includes 
anywhere from ten to twenty-five quilts and up 
to twenty prints. 

Divided into four sections, this show delves 
into the history, aesthetics, artistic influence, 
and the future of Gee’s Bend quilts. The quilts 
available for this exhibition have been carefully 
selected to communicate artistic variety, history, 
and simple lessons of life. Your curator will be 
able to select from a sizable group of artworks 
in order to assemble the selections that will 
most appropriately meet your museum’s needs and 
goals. 

Artworks arrive ready to install, with wall text, 
label copy, a checklist, public-relations 
materials, and research materials. Tinwood will 
provide you with additional information as 
needed, should you decide to develop gallery 
guides, brochures, or other materials for 
dissemination. Host institutions are responsible 
for an exhibition loan fee, shipping costs, and 
insurance. 

Irene Wiilliams (b. 1920)
Strips
2003
Polyester, cotton, wool blend
85 X 84 inches

Flora Moore (b. 1951)
“One Patch”
1978
Corduroy and velveteen
78 X 98 inches

Cover, left-most thumbnail image: 
Rita Mae Pettway (b. 1941)
“Housetop” —fractured medallion
1977
Corduroy
80 X 76 inches



Educational Opportunities

The artists and Tinwood curators are available 
for events and educational programs such as the 
following:

* Round table discussions

* Art-historical lectures 
* Gallery talks

* Quilt demonstrations/workshops

* Installation-art projects with the artists

* Singing Concerts

* Teacher workshops

* Docent training

* School and community outreach

Ruth Kennedy (b. 1926)
“Pinwheel”  —thirty-block variation
Circa 1950
Cotton
83 X 83 inches

Contact

For more information or to book this 
exhibition, please call, write, or email 
exhibition curator Stephanie Burak.

Stephanie Burak

Tinwood 
512 Means St NW
Suite 305
Atlanta GA 30318
404-607-7172
sburak@tinwoodmedia.com

Nell Hall William (b. 1933)
“My Way” Blocks and Strips
1971
Cotton, polyester, nylon knit, corduroy
83 X 73 inches


